Exchange 2012-13
In school year 2012-13 students of Gimnazija Šentvid (Ljubljana, Slovenia: year 3rd) and the Udens College (Uden, the Netherlands: VWO 5) can apply for participation in an exchange project. 

This project will enable you to work on a subject of your interest. During two weeks of the school year you will be able to focus on a mutual chosen subject together with your exchange partner(s). 
The purpose of this exchange assignment is to convey – through research, close observation and factual investigation - the distinct qualities of Slovenia and the Netherlands in relation to a chosen subject. In the exchange you will also experience the similarities and differences between (youth) culture, family life and educational systems. The program includes visits to a few places of interest in the host country.
The end product will be a paper and designed blog with pictures, podcast and/or short movie in which you offer specific information about Slovenia / the Netherlands. This paper and blog must be in English, designed to reach out and capture people's attention. Your research will be addressed to a specific ‘target’ group. 

For example: 
· world improvers (subject e.g: renewable energy from natural resources)
· lovers of nature (e.g.: exploring wilderness)
· culture lovers (e.g.: specific subject that focuses on architecture, painting, music or dance)
· (top) sports enthusiasts (e.g. comparison of Slovenian and Dutch sports / athletes)

· astronomers (e.g. astronomy in combination with astrology)

· historians (e.g. Is peace an illusion? International court, memorials and peace policy)
· politicians (e.g. faces of democracy, freedom of opinion, independent journalism)
· philosophers (e.g. what do Slavoj Žižek and Dutch thinkers say about postmodern culture?)
· biologists (e.g. ecosystem research, environmental pollution and/or plant biotechnology)
· archeologists (e.g. exploring traces of the Romans in Emona / Nijmegen)

· geologists (e.g. geological history below and above sea level, stones and fossils)

· economics (e.g. NL: capitalist production to free market economy versus SI: planned economy -production run by the state- to …?)

· movie lovers (e.g. research of imaging in Slovenian/Dutch movies. Compare narrative, visual language and meaning)
· teachers (e.g. compare school systems), doctors (e.g. compare health systems), etc,
Benefits of participation in the exchange pilot (learning objectives) 

after completing this project, you have:

· explored and improved your knowledge on a subject of your interest,
· experienced a creative working method,
· met the advantages and pitfalls of collaboration,
· steered your own learning process,
· proved that you can work independently and are able to manage varied approaches,
· contributed your skills and knowledge in teamwork

· involved teachers and other specialists in your research,
· delivered better understanding of your subject to Europeans with a kindred spirit,
· experienced the similarities and differences between European educational cultures / the impact of cultural tendencies on education,
· contrived practical solutions towards your goal, 

· contributed to improvement of educational approach in a European setting,
· for Dutch students this assignment is also a good preparation for the ‘profile-assignment’,
· you will be assessed with a certain mark:

· for the quality of communication,

· for the use of English language,
· for the outcome of your research work, for Slovenian students it can be the basis for your further research work –Raziskovalna naloga

· for the presentation….

· Slovenian students: your obtained marks can be optionally attributed to your school subject marks.
Application Form
Name: ______________________________________            class: _______________
· I am a girl                
· I am a boy
my age _____ years   
birth date: ​​​​___________________

A. To apply for participation in this exchange pilot: 

Please, specify several (minimum of three) of your interests
1. _________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________

4. _________________________________

5. _________________________________
· What is your most favourite subject of interest?  Please specify: 
………….
B. What is your motivation to accept the challenge of this exchange assignment? Please elaborate (minimum 200 words)
………………
C. Explain why you are prone to independent learning.
……………………..

D. What are your skills to explore and utilize the web?
· Advanced    

· Moderate

· Basic
E. Are you able to host an exchange partner during one week of the exchange?
· a boy    

· a girl    

· boy or girl are both welcome

F. A valid identity card / passport: 
      Passport/ identity card number: __________________________ exp. date: _________________

